
KITAKYUSHU, JAPAN & NORFOLK, VA  

CELEBRATE 50TH ANNIVERSARY  

Dr. Hiroyuki Hamada, The Honorable Irvine Hill, Mayor Kitahashi 

Kenji, The Honorable Paul Fraim, Mr. Kengo Sasaki,  

Mr. Bill Eisenbeiss, and Mr. Don Buma plant at tree in honor of the 
50th Anniversary at Norfolk Botanical Garden in June. 

Kitakyushu Committee News  

on Japan Tour 2009 
 

2009 Fiftieth Anniversary Commemorative Events 
were held in Kitakyushu city July 31 and August 1 with 

gusto of energy and involvement of citizens of three 

sister cities, Kitakyushu, Tacoma and Norfolk. Major 

highlights were the environmental summit where three 
mayors signed an important accord to create the low 

carbon consumption community for building the eco-

friendly environment as well as focusing on ways to 
promote viable recycling industry in their regions. Sec-

ondly a most impressive anniversary reception was held 

in honor of dedicated volunteers and supporters of the 
sister cities program where many former friends of 

Norfolk joined over one hundred people  to greet 

Mayor Fraim and his delegation. Third, the naming of 

Norfolk Station in the new-rail line at Moji became of-
ficial as mayor Fraim presented the station plaque. The 

busy itinerary was fully packed with various exchange 

activities sponsored by the city, international exchange 
office, city council, and the chamber of commerce. A 

tree planting ceremony, high school art exchange  ex-

hibit, tea-ceremony at Kokura castle, site inspection of 

Eco-Town, site seeing of historical Moji and  Norfolk 
square, all were very wonderful experiences.  At the 

summer Wasshoi festivities we witnessed an astound-

ing demonstration of physical and spiritual energy of 
Kitakyushu city. Mayor Fraim and his wife were recog-

nized in the motor coach parade (pictured left) as the 

delegation was received with great joy and cheers by all 
citizens. It was an emblematic success of sister cities 

program for all three cities. At every gathering, people 

stressed continually the next fifty years of great ex-

changes ahead. It was a very heart moving international 
event to date held in Kitakyushu. Delegation members 

were: Mayor Fraim and his wife Beth, Breck Daughtrey 

and his wife Robin, Barbara Boslego and Tom Horsch, 
Hiroyuki and Mizuki Hamada. Jeff Williams who lives 

in Kitakyushu  partook also as assisting volunteer.   
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Norfolk, VA Delegation to Kitakyushu, Japan- (above) 

Tom Horsch, Robin Daughtrey, Dr. Hiroyuki Hamada, 

City Clerk Breck Daughtrey, Mayor Paul Fraim, Beth 

Fraim, Barbara Boslego and Mizuki Hamada 


